tit ;  /'  -*mku  '■ 


The  Onyx  Informer 


Serving  the  people  of  the  Diaspora 


Since  1972 


December  1999 


Happy  Kwanzaa ! 


L 


A  group  of  young  dancers  performing  in  front  of  students  and  community  members  at  the  Northeastern  University  John  D.  O'Bryant  African- American  Institute  Annual  Kwanzaa 
celebration  on  Friday,  December  3, 1 999.  (Photo  Credit:  Shad  Hargrove,  Freelance  photographer) 

An  International  Turkey  Day 


By  Chhavi  Sachdev 
Onyx  Staff 

Over  a  hundred  students  from 
around  the  world  gathered  for  a 
Thanksgiving  Dinner  at  the 
International  Student  Office  on 
Tuesday,  November  23. 

Enormous  quantities  of  turkey, 
stuffing,  butternut  squash,  beans, 
and  mashed  potatoes  were  doled 
out  to  the  guests  by  members  of 
the  International  Student  Forum 
(ISF.) 

Although  a  few  of  the  international 
students  had  experienced  Thanksgiv- 
ing before,  many  looked  forward  to 
their  first  turkey  meal  ever.  And  for 
many  who  had  had  a  traditional 
Thanksgiving  before,  this  was  their 
first  time  at  an  ISF-hosted  dinner. 

Jamaican  graduate  student,  June 
Coward-Feron,  "[didn't]  know  what  to 
expect"  but  was  ready  to  enjoy  this 


International  Student  Forum  members  at 
dinner.  (Photo Credit:  ISF  website.) 

aspect  of  American  culture.  Jong,  a 
freshman  whose  parents  are  from 
China,  explained  that  his  family  never 
celebrates  Thanksgiving  despite  having 
lived  in  America  for  many  years.  This 
year,  he  decided  to  "celebrate  it  for 
once." 

Manas  Adhikari  from  Nepal  has 
celebrated  Thanksgiving  with  his 
cousins  in  the  States  before,  but  came 


to  the  ISF  dinner  for  "a  little  bit  of  a 
warm  up  for  Thursday." 

Many  students  said  the  main 
reason  they  had  come  was  to  meet 
other  International  students  and  feel 
like 

they  belonged. 

Sonam  Dorjee  and  Decen 
Wangmo  of  Bhutan  agreed  that 
they  were  there  "to  get  around  and 
know  the  other  international  stu- 
dents. Dorjee  and  Wangmo  also  said 
the  $  1 .00  door  fee  was  going  to  help 
a  sick  child  in  El  Salvador,  a  good 
reason  to  come. 

Asked  what  she  thought  of  the 
effort,  Ijeoma  Nwankwo  of  Nigeria 
replied,  "I  think  it's  great.  Most  of  us 
don't  have  our  families  here.. .[this]  is 
a  way  to  feel  a  part  of  a  family  in  a 
way,  to  feel  a  part  of  something." 

Some  of  the  other  countries 
represented  at  this  dinner  were: 
Romania,  Colombia,  Italy,  China, 


Morocco,  Poland,  El  Salvador,  Spain, 
Armenia,  Brazil,  Iran,  Taiwan, 
Trinidad,  Jamaica,  India,  Bahrain,  and 
of  course,  the  USA.  A  number  of  the 
Americans  present  belonged  to 
organizations  like  the  International 
Business  Club  and  the  SGA. 

Karryann  Driscoll  of  Ashland,  MA 
and  Courtney  Mitchell  of  Belchertown, 
MA  both  of  the  SGA  and  came  "to 
show  support  and  have  dinner." 

Toward  the  end  of  the  meal,  ISF 
President,  Tien  Lam,  recounted  the 
history  behind  Thanksgiving  Day.  The 
evening  concluded  with  a  raffle-type 
quiz  and  hot  apple  pie. 

The  dinner  is  traditionally  held  the 
Tuesday  before  Thanksgiving  and  is 
open  to  all  members  of  the  NU 
community,  especially  those  with  no 
place  to  go  on  Turkey  day.  You  can 
find  more  information  at: 
http://www.dac.neu.edu/isfts. 
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E-NUFF  says  God  is  enough 


Lett  to  Kignl:  Sliani  I'amsh.  vice  president  and  Clifton  Wlulby,  president  of  E-NUFF  al 
Chez  Vbus  a  rollerskaling  riink  in  Mattapan..  (Pholo  Credit :  Jamila  Hill,  Onyx  staff") 

SoulClap:  Annual  Black 
Homecoming  in  Boston 


ByJannlaHill  

Onyx  Staff 

A  young  woman  and  man  are 
sitting  in  a  restaurant.The  scenario,  it's 
the  couple's  first  year  anniversary.  They 
are  celebrating  at  Legal  Seafood.  The 
first  part  of  the  conversation  goes  as 
follows: 

MAN:  What  are  you  getting? 
WOMAN:  I  want  the  lobster. 
MAN:  That's  kind  of  expensive,  how 
about  a  salad. 

WOMAN:  It's  our  first  year  anniverary. 
MAN:  If  that's  the  case,  why  couldn't 
we  have  just  stayed  home? 
WOMAN:  We  need  to  talk  about  this. 
You  never  spend  any  time  with  me. 

This  is  a  sample  of  several  skits  put 
on  by  audience  members  at  Black 
Relationships  2000,  a  discussion  on 
gender  roles,  expectations,  and  stereo- 
types, on  November  1 0  at  the  North- 
eastern University  John  D.  O'Bryant 
African-American  Institute. 

This  program  was  one  of  a  series 
of  programs  heldduring  the  week  of 
November  8  as  part  of  The  Annual 
SoulClap  College  Fest  put  on  by  the 
Alpha  Phi  Alpha  Fraternity,  Incorpo- 
rated-Sigma  Chapter.  Beginning  with 
a  discussion  on  Black  economy  at 
Boston  University  and  culminating  with 
the  SoulClap  Megaton  Party  at  Roxbury 
Community  College,  the  Alpha's  de- 
scribe SoulClap  as  the  city  of  Boston's 
first  Black  Homecoming. 

"There  are  so  many  students  of 
color  in  New  England  and  SoulClap  was 
designed  to  tap  into  that,"  said 
Isaya  Sekou  White,  organizer  of  this 
year's  SoulClap. 

According  to  White,  they  wanted 


SoulClap  to  be  like  the  homecomings  of 
Historically  Black  Colleges  and 
Universities  but  with  a  New  England 
flavor. 

"The  New  England  flavor  is  that 
if  s  here.  A  tot  ofminority  students  here 
are  from  New  England,  likeRhode  | 
Island,  New  York,  or  what  have  you, 
and  anything  produced  here  is  going  to 
extract  from  that  flavor,"  said  White. 

The  events  were  both  educational 
and  entertaining.  Among  the  programs 
was  a  forum  on  the  state  of  the  Black 
man,  the  SoulClap  Comedy  Jam  which 
featured  comedians  from  BETs  Comic 
view  and  HBO's  Def  Comedy  Jam,  and 
the  Black  &  Gold  Ball/Miss  Black  & 
Gold  Pageant.  Unlike  black  colleges 
where  homecoming  is  held  on  that 
particular  campus,  SoulClap  events  ■ 
were  held  at  various  colleges  in  the 
Boston  area. 

"There  are  not  as  many  black 
students  in  New  England  colleges  as  thf 
Historically  Black  Colleges.  In  order  to 
reach  as  many  of  them  as  possible,  we 
held  events  on  various  campuses. 
Another  reason  is  that  the  Alpha  Phi 
Alpha  Fraternity,  Incorporated  -  Sigma 
Chapter  is  a  citywide  chapter,"  said  ' 
White. 

This  year  marks  the  third  Annual 
SoulClap  College  Fest.  The  Alphas  had 
high  expectations  and  agree  that 
things  went  well.  Next  year,  they  plan  ot 
making  SoulClap  even  better. 

"The  first  SoulClap  was  a  party. 
The  second  one  was  like  this  year's," 
said  White. 

"Every  year  it's  growing  and  next 
year  we  definitelyplan  on  making  it 
bigger,"  he  said. 


ByJamilaHill 
Onyx  Staff 

At  a  time  when  Americans  are 
embracing  Spiritualism  in  every  facet  of 
their  lives,  a  group  of  young  people  are 
bringing  "church"  to  Northeastern. 
Members  of  The  Evangelical  North- 
eastern University  Fellowship  Forum 
(E-NUFF)  are  determined  to  show  NU 
students  that  God  is  enough. 

According  to  Clifton  Whilby,  a  senior 
electrical  engineering  major  at  NU  and 
a  founding  member  of  E-NUFF,  there  is 
a  strong  need  for  groups  like  E-NUFF 
to  exist. 

"This  generation  we  live  in,  there's  a 
great  lack  of  morals.  Everyone's  looking 
out  for  self  but  at  this  point  in  time, 
people  have  to  look  without,  not  within 
and  start  recognizing  the  authority,  of 
God,"saidWhilby. 

In  order  to  help  students  "recognize 
the  authority  for  God,"  E-NUFF  uses 
evangelism  to  spread  the  gospel  on 
campus  and  into  the  community. 
According  to  Whilby,  E-NUFF  wants 
everyone  to  know  about  Jesus  so  they 
can  lead  good  lives  and  help  others  do 
the  same. 

"It's  about  living  right  and  being 
right,Uiinking  right  and  spreading  the 
Word.  One  of  the  most  important  things 
is  to  spread  the  Word  and  that's 
evangelism,"  said  Whilby. 

According  to  members  of  E-NUFF, 
there  are  many  faith-based  groups  at 
Northeastern  but  many  do  not  have  a 
real  minority  constituency. 

While  E-NUFF  is  open  to  having 
people  of  all  races  as  part  of  their 
forum,  they  concentrate  on  making  sure 
that  black  students  are  aware  of  E-Nuff 
and  what  they  stand  for. 

"I  was  already  part  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  but  I  wanted  to  be  a 
part  of  one  that  had  more  minorities," 
said  Shani  Parrish,  a  sophomore  speech 


language  pathology  and  audiology  major, 
and  vice  president  of  E-NUFF. 

"We  thought  we  could  reach  a  lot 
more  minority  brothers  and  sisters.  ..in  a 
lot  of  these  Christian  groups,  you  don't 
see  too  many,"  said  Whilby. 

E-NUFF  is  not  an  official  Northeast- 
ern University  student  group  but  they  do 
hope  to  put  together  a  charter  soon. 
They  are,  however,  still  active  on 
campus.  Members  meet  every  week  to 
fellowship  and  support  each  other, 
E-NUFF  has  put  on  functions  in  collabo- 
ration with  other  student  groups,  and 
after  Easter,  they  will  participate  in  Jesus 
week.  E-NUFF  is  also  planning  on 
setting  up  a  Bible  study  center  in  the 
John  D.  O'Bryant  African  American 
Institute  library  with  different  references. 

Currently,  E-NUFF  has  18  members 
on  paper  and  five  executive  board 
positions  that  include  president, vice 
president,  treasurer,  and  two  campus 
liaisons. 

E-NUFF  hopes  to  grow  and  to  do 
more.  As  with  many  faith-based  groups, 
however,  there  are  stigmas  that  have 
been  attached  to  them. 

There  are  rumors  that  E-NUFF  is  a 
radical  group  but  Whilby  believes  that 
those  who  think  that  have  never  gone  to 
a  meeting  and  witnessed  the  group  for 
themselves. 

"All  we  do  is  lift  up  the  name  of  Jesus 
and  try  to  better  ourselves  and  be  a 
blessing  to  those  around  us,"  said 
Whilby. 

"All  of  those  are  positive  things,"  he 
said. 

E-NUFF  meets  every  Friday  at 
7:00pm  at  The  John  D.  O'Bryant 
African- American  Institute  at  Northeast- 
ern University.  For  more  information, 
contact  Shani  Parrish  at  6 1 7-377- 1319. 


Pretty  Brown  Eyes 


Elizabeth  St.  Brice  daughter  of  Hillary  Gabbidon.  a  1998  graduate  of  Northeasluu 
University,  at  the  Inner  Strength  Gospel  Choir  concert  al  Boston  University  on  Friday 
November  1 9.  (Photo  Credit:  Jamila  Hill) 


Join 

The  Onyx  Informer 

We  meet  every  Tuesday  at  6p.m.  in 
Room  430  Curry  Student  Center. 
For  info,  call  373-2250. 
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Bi-Coastal  Rapper 

By  Kerrita  McClaughlyn 
Onyx  Staff 

Damani  Washington  is  an  emerging  rap  artist  who  hopes  his  bi-coastal  sound  will 
sel  him  apart  in  a  cutthroat  industry.  He  raps  under  the  name  Damani.  The  20- 
something,  Inglewood,  California  native,  is  living  in  Waltham  and  working  on  his 
music.  The  Onyx  spoke  to  him  recently. 


Onyx:  What  brought  you  to  Bos- 
ton, all  the  way  from  Inglewood? 

Damani:  I  got  a  friend  who  was  drafted 
to  theCeltics  during  the  1998-1999 
season  that  lives  out  here.  I  came  out 
here  to  stay  with  him  and  work  for  a 
year  on  my  music.  I  figured  1  could 
travel  to  New  York  to  work  on  my 
music  since  that's  where  the  industry  is. 
Onyx:  Who  is  your  friend? 
Damani;  1  don't  want  to  mention.  I  don't 
want  people  to  think  I'm  riding  on  his 
name.  We  grew  up  together.  We 
played  high  school  ball  together. 
Onyx:  Did  you  pursue  hoop 
dreams? 

Damani:  I  went  to  a  small  school  in 
Arizona  for  a  year  but  I  just  lost 
interest.  1  still  love  basketball  but  I 
didn't  want  to  play  everyday.  I  wanted 
to  go  back  to 

my  first  love,  which  is  music. 
Onyx:  Do  you  have  any  plans  to 
return  to  school  now  or  in  the 
future? 

Damani:  I'm  focusing  on  my  music 
right  now.  It  depends  on  how  much 


money  1  make,  whether  1  would  go 
back  or  not. 

Onyx:  What  do  you  talk  about  in 
your  music? 

Damani:  I  talk  about  West  Coast  slang 
with  an  East  Coast  style.  I  write  about 
life  topics:  girls  from  a  guys  pointof 
view,  I  make  references  to  money,  girls 
cheating,  homies  being  shot. 
Onyx:  Have  you  seen  an  impact  in 
your  music  fromliving  on  both 
coasts? 

Damani:  Living  on  both  coasts  has 
influenced  my  music.  1  wanted  to  be  on 
the  East  Coast  to  work  with  different 
producers  and  different  sounds.  I  didn't 
want  to  have  a  typical  West  Coast  sound. 
Onyx:  What's  Boston  like  for  you,  being 
from  Cali? 

Damani:  It's  different.  I'm  a  very  outgoing 
person  and  I  like  to  mingle  but  when  I  got 
here,  people  weren't  friendly.  Blacks  here 
are  just  divided.  Usually  when  I  go  to  other 
cities,  I  try  to  find  the  black  people.Here  1 
got  no  love.  I  actually  feel  more  comfort- 
able living  out  in  Waltham  than  being  in 
Boston. 


Polo  Sport  Mossimo  Levis  Mecca  DKNY  Hilfiger  Union  Bay 


Universal  Stylism  Steve  Madden  Buffalo  Gucci  Fossil 


Damani  Washington,  Inglewood,  California  native  and  emerging  rapper.  (Photo  Credit: 
 Tony  Strickland,  Damani'smanager)  


Onyx:  Who  were  some  of  you  influences 
musically? 

Damani:  I  was  definitely  influenced  early  on 
by  BigDaddy  Kane,  Doug  E.  Fresh  and 
N.W.A.  Outside  of  rap,  I  listen  to  Teddy 
Pendergrast  and  I  love  me  some  Rachel 
Farrelle. 

Onyx:  Howwould  you  describe yoursound? 
Who  in  the  industry  has  a  similar  style? 

Damani:  I  diink  I  have  my  own  style.  I 
couldn't  compare  myself  to  anyone  else. 
Someone  else,  a  critic  or  something,  would 
have  to  give  that  description. 
TonyStrickland  (Damani's  manager):  He 
doesn't  sound  like  anyone  else,  but  if  I  was 
to  compare  him  to  anyone,  I  would  say  he 
sounds  like  Jay-2.  He  doesn't  copy  Jay-Z, 
but  just  like  how  Jay's  a  storyteller,  he  says 
things  that  everybody  thinks  but  nobody 
else  would  ever  say  and  he  makes  you 
laugh  at  things.Damani  is  like  that,  the 
things  he  says,  you  can't  believe  he  said 
that  sh*t. 

Onyx:  Do  you  have  any  singles  out? 

Damani:  I  have  one  called ' '  Dark  Skin  Is  In". 
It's  me  bragging  on  myself.  It's  a  fun  conceit 
thing.  It's  my  real  personality,  I  really  am 
vain.  I  put  my  personality  out  mere.  When 
you  meet  me,  I'm  exactly  like  my  music. 
Onyx:  Have  or  will  you  released  anything 
else? 

Damani:  The  other  single  is  '  That  Nigga"  I 
travel  a  lot  and  I  see  people  in  other  places 
and  they're  always  like  what  are  you  doing 
here,  didn't  I  see  you  in  some  other  place. 
That's  why  I  wrote  the  song. 
Onyx:  Wheredoyou  write? 
Damani:  I  write  at  home.  I  find  a  beat  to 
match  what  I'm  saying.  I  do  some  producing 
also.  I  have  another  friend-that  lives  in 
Waltham  who  has  a  studio  in  his  house.  I've 
been  working  there. 

Onyx:  What  are  your  plans  for  the  future? 

Damani:  I  want  to  buy  my  mama  a  house 
and  support  everybody  in  my  family.  I  want 
to  get  everybody  up  even  if  it  ain't  through 
rap.  That's  my  goal. 
Onyx:  What  are  your  plans  for  the 
immediate  future? 

Damani:  I  hope  to  get  signed.  I  didn't  want 
to  go  the  independent  route.  I'm  using  the 
singles  that  are  being  played  to  shop 
around  for  a  deal.  I'm  in  discussions  with  a 
label  right  now,  although  I  can't  mention 
their  name? 

Onyx:  Can  readers  pick  upyour  singles  in 
the  store? 

Damani:  No  but  they  can  hear  it  on  the  radio. 
The  single  is  being  played  on  88.9(WERS), 
94.5, 10A9(WRBB)  and  my  interview  with 
Lyrically  Boston  on  Sunday  Nights  with  94.5 
aired  on  December5at  1 1:30p.m. 


Onyx:  Have  you  done  any  shows  in  the 
area? 

Damani:  I've  done  about  eight  shows  in 
Boston  and  New  Hampshire.  I  was  surprised 
because  their  hasn't  been  that  many  black 
people  at  the  shows.  I'm  opening  up  for 
Camp  Lo  at  Estelle's  on  December  1 6th. 
Onyx:  What  else  have  you  done? 
Damani:  I've  done  a  commercial.  It'sfora 
urban  clothing  store  and  I  did  it  with  K.T. 
He's  a  local  Boston  rap  artist.  The  commer- 
cial is  running  on  BET  and  Fox  Sports,  look 
for  it  during  Celtic  games. 
Onyx:  You  said  you  were  going  back  to  Cali 
in  December,  what  will  you  be  doing  and 
uill  you  come  back? 

Damani:  I'm  going  to  be  jumping  right  into 

my  music.  I'm  working  with  a  producer  from 

the  Alcoholik's.  I  definitely  plan  on  coming 

back  to  the  East  Coast. 

Onyx:  What  do  you  do  for  fun? 

Damani:  I  tike  to  go  out  to  restaurants.  1  like 

to  eat.  I  like  watching  TV.  1  go  out  but  I'm 

not  really  a  big  club  person. 

Onyx:  Is  their  anyone  in  your  life  right 

now? 

Damani:  1  don't  have  a  girlfriend.  My  music 
is  my  girlfriend. 

Readers  interested  in  finding  out  more 
about  Damani  and  his  music  can  contact 
his  manager,  BMG  Northeast  College 
Representative,  Tony  Strickland.  Phone 
number,  617-216-6998  or  pager  617-703- 
6008. 
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Around  The  World 


World  AIDS  Day  Focuses  on  the  Disease's  Orphans 


By  Maggie  Farley 

(c)  1999,  Los  Angeles  Times 

UNITED  NATIONS  -  Andrew 
Jackson  Okurut,  a  13-year-old  from 
Uganda,  can't  remember  his  father, 
who  died  from  AIDS  complications 
when  Andrew  was  5  months  old.  So 
before  his  mother  was  struck  down  by 
the  same  disease  in  September,  she 
put  together  a  '  'memory  book"  of 
photos  and  writing  so  he  wouldn't 
forget  her  too. 

"She  used  to  be  very  fat,"  he  said, 
slowly  paging  through  the  book. 
"Then  she  got  very  thin,  and  even  her 
handwriting  changed.  I  knew  she  had 
AIDS,  but  I  didn't  think  she  would  die 
too." 

Andrew  spoke  Wednesday,  Decem- 
ber 1,  at  the  United  Nations  on  World 
AIDS  Day  to  help  the  world  remem- 
ber some  important  faces  often 
forgotten  in  the  global  crisis:  the 
children  left  behind  when  their  parents 
die. 

Dressed  in  a  new  black  suit  with  a 
boy-sized  bow  tie,  Andrew  seemed 
special  as  he  implored  an  audience 
that  included  first  lady  Hillary  Rodham 


Clinton,  Henry  Belafonte  and  Magic 
Johnson  to  remember  the  more  than 
1 1  million  children  who  have  been 
orphaned  by  the  pandemic.  But  his 
case  is  all  too  common;  A  report  by 
two  U.N.  agencies  shows  that  95 
percent  of  the  orphans,  like  him,  live  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa. 

The  disease  has  unraveled  decades 
of  social  advances,  the  report  by 
UNAIDS  and  UNICEF  says.  The 
orphaned  children  often  are  thrown 
from  poverty  into  destitution  as 
grandparents  and  their  communities 
become  overburdened  and  can't  care 
for  them. 

Many,  especially  girls,  must  drop 
out  of  school,  and,  without  parental 
protection,  some  are  sexually  abused 
or  exploited.  More  than  half  a  million 
children  have  been  infected  with  HIV 
by  their  mothers  at  birth  or  through 
breast-feeding. 

Noting  that  more  people  have  died 
of  AIDS  than  have  been  killed  in  wars 
this  century.  Urban  Jonsson,  UNICEF's 
regional  director  in  Africa,  highlighted 


important  differences  for  the  survivors. 

"While  war  orphans  receive  gratitude 
and  sympathy  from  everybody,  AIDS 
orphans  receive  little  sympathy,"  he 
said. '  They  bear  part  of  the  'fault'  or 
the  stigma  and  receive  sometimes  only 
pity,  if  they  are  lucky." 

The  conference  ended  with  a  "call 
to  action"  urging  countries  and  com- 
munities to  educate  young  people  to 
make  sound  decisions  about  their 
relationships  and  to  practice  safe  sex. 
The  U.N.  agencies  also  encouraged 
special  emphasis  on  education  for 
girls,  who  tend  to  be  pulled  out  of 
school  first  when  money  is  tight  or 
extra  hands  are  needed  at  home,  but 
who  can  also  have  a  greater  impact  on 
family  finances  and  lifestyle  when 
better  educated. 

Finally,  the  agencies  asked  for  help  to 
make  medicine  more  affordable  and  to 
speed  research  on  an  AIDS  vaccine. 

Dr.  Peter  Piot,  executive  director  of 
UNAIDS,  said  an  effective  vaccine  for 
the  virus  is  at  least  five  years  off,'"and, 
I'm  afraid,  much  longer." 


At  the  conference,  Khomsan  Sang- 
sue-moon,  a  14-year-old  orphan  from 
Thailand,  represented  the  next 
wave  of  AIDS  orphans  expected  in 
Asia.  And  Paris  Lane,  a  17-year-old 
from  New  York  who  also  lost  both 
parents  to  AIDS,  reminded  people  that 
it  is  not  only  a  problem  of  the  develop- 
ing world. 

His  father,  who  was  in  and  out  of 
jail  throughout  Paris'  childhood,  died 
six  years  ago.  His  mother,  a  drug  user, 
went  into  rehabilitation  so  she  could 
care  for  her  children  but  died  five 
months  ago. 

"That's  when  I  lost  all  faith  in 
everything,"  he  said. ' '  I  couldn't 
understand  why  God  would  take  away 
someone  who  was  trying  to  make  right 
from  wrong."  His  message  to  others  in 
his  situation:  "Your  life  is  not  over 
when  your  parents  have  AIDS.  You 
have  to  go  on." 

If  readers  want  to  help,  they  can 
contact  Jim  Carmichael  at  UNAIDS  in 
New  York:  jcarmichael(at)unicef.org 
or  (212) 824-6644. 


A  Tribute  to  Black  Musicians  and  Poets 
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Students  from  various 
colleges  and  commu- 
nity members  listening 
to  a  jazz  performance 
by  musicians  from 
Berklee  College  of 
Music.  The  event  was 
hosted  by  the  Kappa 
Alpha  Psi  Fraternity, 
Inc.,  Chi  Chapter  at 
the  John  D.  O  'Byrant 
A frican-A  merican 
Institute  last  month. 

(Photo  Credit:  Jamila  Hill) 


Battered  Honduras  still  cursed  by  1998  hurricane 


By  James  Crombie 
©REUTERS 

TEGUCIGALPA,  Honduras  -  Sewers 
are  ready  to  explode  in  the  dirt-poor 
republic  of  Honduras  and  the  government 
is  promoting  frog  farming  to  try  to  generate 
cash. 

In  the  ramshackle  center  of  the  capital, 
Tegucigalpa,  where  shells  of  buildings 
flank  ruined  roads,officials  brush  off 
accusations  that  this  Central  American 
country  is  one  of  the  most  corrupt  on 
Earth. 


Meanwhile,  North  American 
entrepreneurs  plan  to  spend  almost 
twice  Honduras'  Gross  Domestic 
Product  on  a  luxury  floating  metropolis 
that  would  be  the  biggest  ship  ever. 

Extremes  abound  in  this  quintessen- 
tial "banana  republic"  that  would  be 
hilarious  if  its  predicament  were  not  so 
dire. 

Still  waiting  for  $5  billion  in  prom- 
ised aid  to  heal  deep  wounds  inflicted 
by  Hurricane  Mitch,  Honduras  is 
saddled  with  around  $4  billion  in  debt, 
is  mired  deep  in  recession  and  sees  its 


economy  shrinking  by  3  percent  this 
year. 

Mitch,  the  most  powerful  Atlantic 
storm  in  two  centuries,  ripped  through 
Central  America  in  October  1998, 
killing  an  estimated  9,000  people.  It 
wrecked  up  70  percent  of  Honduran 
crops  --  mainly  bananas,  coffee 
and  sugar  —  the  mainstays  of  the 
economy,  causing  $5  billion  in  losses. 

On  top  of  that,  world  prices  for  its 
main  products  slumped  while  rising  oil 
prices  hiked  production  costs. 

Finance  Minister  Gabriela  Nunez 


said  it  would  take  up  to  seven  years  to 
get  the  country  back  to  normal.  But 
Presidential  Chief  of  Staff  Gustavo 
Alfaro  warned:  "As  long  as  we  don't 
have  sufficient  resources,  we  cannot 
restore  the  country  once  and  for  all  to 
the  state  it  was  in  before  Mitch." 
ONE  OF  EARTH'S  MOST 
CORRUPT  PLACES? 
Corruption  watchdog  Transparency 
International,  in  an  annual  survey 
published  in  October,  ranked  Honduras 
the  most  corrupt  country  in  Latin 

See  Honduras,  page  6 
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ear  Santa 


Voice  your  opinion! 

Send  letters  to  The  Onyx  Informer 
430  Curry  Student  Center 
Boston.  MA  02115 


The  staff  of  The  Onyx  In- 
former has  always  strived  lo  provide  a 
forum  where  the  voices  of  minority  stu- 
dents are  heard.  We  believe  we've  ac- 
complished that  this  year  and  we  hope 
we  are  on  your  Good  List  No  need  to 
check  it  twice,  being  the  goodjoumal- 
ists  that  we  are,  we've  already  done  it 
for  you.  Enclosed  is  our  wish  list. 

1)  We  wish  for  a  staff  for  the  New 
Year,  (four  people  cannot  continue 
to  put  out  a  paper.  We  are  students 
too  and  we  are  just  as  busy  with 
school  as  everyone  else.  We  des- 
perately need  some  support.) 

2)  WewbhrorastafffortheNewYear. 
(This  is  not  a  typo  Santa,  we  are  des- 
perate so  we're  listing  this  one  twice.) 

3)  WewishforsupportSanta(wehave 
spent  far  too  many  weekends  doing 
layout  We  have  no  personal  lives,  who 
has  the  time.  We  would  like  to  hear 
were  doing  a  good  job  once  in  a  while. 
We're  human  too.) 

4)  Wewishforshjdentsthatwantto 
be  involved  in  student  activities.  Not 
just  for  The  Onyx  Informer  (we  are  not 
selfish,  Santa)  but  for  all  student  or- 
ganizations. (Many  students  before 
us  have  sacrificed  to  create  minority 
student  organizations  and  the  least  we 
can  do  is  ensure  that  they  survive.) 

5)  We  wish  that  faculty  will  let  us  know' 
what's  going  on  with  them.  (We  would 
like  a  call  once  in  a  while  to  let  us  know 
when  they're  having  events,  lectures, 
and  when  they've  published  articles. 


books,  etc..  We  would  also  like  to  do  a 
few  profiles  on  them  once  in  a  while. 
Santa,  we  don't  think  that's  loo  much 
to  ask  for.  Here  is  our  phone  number 
Santa,  maybe  you  can  pass  it  on:  6 1 7- 
373-2250,  ask  for  Jamila  or  Kerrita. 

6)  Santa,  we  wish  for  strength  to 
continue.  (We  are  burnt  out  Kerrita 
is  in  school  and  works  part  time  at 
night  at  the  Globe  plus  co-edits  the 
Onyx;  Jamila  is  on  coop  at  the  Globe, 
in  The  Unity  Ensemble  and  also  co- 
edits  the  Onyx.  We  are  both  seniors 
who  have  not  found  the  time  to  take 
our  GRE's,  apply  to  grad  school, 
apply  for  real  jobs,  take  senior  pic- 
tures, or  do  senior  clearance. 

7)  Thank  you  Santa  for  the  staff  we  do 
have.  Thank  you  for  Kami-Leigh  Agard, 
for  staying  on  to  write  for  us  after  re- 
signing  as  co-editor.  For Maurice'Moe' 
Archer  for  Track  by  Track  every 
month.  We  have  no  extra  money  in  the 
budget,  so  "Moe"  has  used  his  own 
money  to  buy  CD's  to  review  each 
month.  For  Andre  Jean  Francois,  one 
of  our  faithful  reporters,  who  has  al- 
ways come  through  for  us.  For  Phil 
Kasiecki,  even  though  he  had  a  mil- 
lion activities  and  is  now  a  graduate, 
he  still  manages  to  find  tlie  time  to  help 
us  out.  For  Byron  Calamese  for  taking 
over  the  oommuriityeditorpositioRFor 
all  the  people  who  have  contributed 
articles,  even  if  it  was  only  one,  we 
love  them.  Thanks  to  the  people  in  the 
community  for  their  love,  support 


story  ideas,  and  readership.  Last  but 
not  least  thanks  to  our  loyal  NU  read- 
ers. Their  support  criticisms,  and 
feed  back  has  been  beneficial. 
8)  Santa,  we  wish  for  co-editors  to 
takeover  the  paper  in  March  when 
ourtenureends.  We  don't  want 
The  Onyx  to  die  after  all  the  work, 
love.blood,  sweat  and  tears  we 
have  invested  in  it.  Minority 
students  need  a  voice  on  this 
campus  and  The  Onyx  has  to  be 
that  voice.  We  would  like  to  expand 
to  include  all  minority  groups,  not 
just  Blacks  and  Latino's.  We  want 
this  paper  to  be  a  reflection  of  this 
campus.  We  have  been  lacking  in 
representing  International  students, 
but  it  has  not  been  from  a  lack  of 
desire  but  from  being  understaffed. 
We  hope  that  students  from  all 
minority  groups  will  want  to 
represent  their  culture  by  writing 
and  sharing  it  with  the  rest  of  the 
student  body. 

Santa,  our  list  is  not  very  long.  We 
hope  you  can  grant  all  our  wishes 
but  if  you  can't  grant  us  a  staff  and 
two  co-editors.  We  can  some  how 
manage  to  do  the  rest 

Always  nice, 

Jamila  Hill  and  Kerrita  McClaughlyn 
Co-editors 


Speaking  Out 


Will  The  Institute  Survive 
Reconstruction 


There  hasn't  been  any  new 
development  in  tlie  outcome  of 
the  future  of  the  John  D.O'Bryanl  Af- 
rican-American Institute.  The  only 
thing  that  has  been  done  since  last 
reported  was  that  David  Lee  ofthe  Ar- 
chitecture Firm  Stull  and  Lee  has  pre- 
sented several  new  proposed  lay- 
outs for  the  Institute.  He  has  shown 
these  layouts  to  Jack  Martin, 
Vice  President  of  Business. 

It  isn't  known  what  occurred  dur- 
ing Lee's  meeting  with  Martin, 
and  Director  of  the  Institute  Dean  Luly 
Petty-Edwards.  However,  one  can 
only  hope  that  the  best  outcome  for 
the  Institute's  future  and  the  future  of 
its  students  will  be  kept  in  mind,  when 
final  decisions  are  being  made. 

A  major  reason  a  move  has  taken 
place  for  the  Institute's  reestablish- 
ment  is  because  of the  help  of  the  "Stra- 
tegic Planning  Group."  This  group  was 
designed  by  Dean  Petty-Edwards  in 
order  to  help  move  the  Institute  to 
higher  heights.  "I  need  help  realizing 
the  vision  of  the  Institute,  with  the 
help  of  individuals  committed  to 
the  work  of  the  Institute". 

This  group  was  organized  in 
May  '98afterthe30thAnniversary 
of  the  AA1.  The  purpose  ofthe  Stra- 
tegic Planning  group  is  to  serve  as  a 
think  tank  to  chart  the  future  of  the 
Institute  over  the  next  five  years  and 


beyond,  says  Petty-Edwards. 

The  Committee  has  five  sepa- 
rate subcommittees.  The  committees 
are  facilities/master  planning, 
fundraising,  Alumni  Connections, 
Community  Connections,  and  Edu- 
cational Program  Services.  The 
Chairman  Mr.RickJohnson.oneof 
the  co-student  founders  of  the  In- 
stitute, heads  the  committee  some 
thirty-one  years  ago.  Within  the 
Committee  as  well  is  newly  elected 
Chuck  Turner  (I  forget  his  positions. 
I  think  he  is  the  city  council  member, 
representing  the  Roxbury  district, 
which  Northeastern  happens  to  be 
in),  as  well  as  Mrs.  O'Bryant,  fac- 
ulty, staff  of  the  Institute,  and  stu- 
dents all  dedicated  to  helping  the 
improvement  of  the  Institute. 

Dean  Petty-Edwards,  at  this  time 
has  no  indication  and  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  AAI  will  not  remain 
in  its  current  location,  nor  does  she 
believe  that  it  will  not  be  brought  up 
lo  standards  which  will  allow  for  a 
favorable  comparison  between  its 
interior  and  exterior  appearance  and 
that  of  the  buildings  surrounding  it 
She  also  wants  to  let  us  know  that,  "it 
is  my  hope  that  in  January  '00  we  (Stra- 
tegic Planning  Group)  will  be  able  to 
have  answers  to  frequent  student  in- 
quiries about  the  need  for  short  and 
long  term  enliancement  of  tlie  AAI. 


Driving  While  Latino 


Have  you  ever  heard  the  state 
ment,  "You  fit  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  Black  man  who..."  or 
were  you  ever  followed  around  in 
a  department  store,  or  even 
thrown  out  of  campus  housing 
because  of  false  allegations  by  a 
while  roommate? 

If  you  answer  at  least  one  ofthe 
above  questions  with  a  "yes"  then 
you  will  agree  that  Blacks  and 
Latinos  will  be  entering  another 
century  facing  an  issue  that  affects 
politics  from  the  national  to  tlie 
university  level.  The  following 
story  validates  my  hypothesis. 
"Music  was  pumping  in  tlie 
background,  while  a  group  of 
Northeastern  students  were 
happily  chatting  in  the  car,  on  their 
return  to  Northeastern  after 
attending  a  consortium  on  the 
future  of  Latin  American  studies, 
held  at  Harvard  University. 
Suddenly,  above  the  music,  police 
car's  siren  and  an  officer  voice 
saying,  "Pull  over!"  was  hear. 
Roberto,  Petula  and  Elena  and  I 
were  driving  down  Massachu- 
setts Avenue,  though  still  in 
Cambridge,  just  opposite  the 
Caribbean  restaurant,  "Rhythm  & 
Spice"  when  the  Cambridge  cop 
sounded  his  siren  and  demanded 


that  we  "pull  over." 

The  officer  approached  the  car, 
first  shining  a  flashlight  through 
the  rear  windows  of  the  car,  right 
into  Elena's  eyes.  Then, he 
walked  towards  the  front  of  the 
car  and  shined  theflashlight  right 
into  Robert's  and  Petula's  faces. 
Robert,  the  driver,  was  then 
asked  for  his  license  and 
registration.  "How  long  have 
you  been  living  at  this  address?" 
the  cop  asked  a  very  confused 
and  surprised  Roberto,  who 
responded,  "A  year." 

Robert  is  from  the  Bronx,  New 
York  and  had  an  out-of-state 
license.  After  much  interrogation, 
the  cop  finally  told  Roberto  what 
traffic  rule  he  violated:  "passing 
through  a  pedestrian  walking 
when  there  is  one  lane." 

Needless  less  to  say  that  there 
was  no  pedestrian  in  the  cross 
walk.  Roberto  was  slapped  with  a 
$  1 00  dollar  ticket."  The  students  in 
the  car  were  furious. 

"The  cop  saw  a  man  of  color 
driving  a  car,  and  wanted  an 
excuse  to  stop  him.  He  had  no 
valid  excuse  to  stop  us.  He  didn't 
justify  the  charge,"  said  Petula,  so 
incensed  that  her  eyes  began  to 
shine,  filling  with  tears. 


"The  cop  did  not  initially  address 
why  Robert  was  pulled  over.  We 
were  parked  in  tlie  car  for  at  least 
twenty  minutes  before  the  cop 
gave  Robert  the  ticket.  He  kept 
dwelling  on  why  Robert  did  not 
have  a  Massachusetts  sticker  on 
his  license,"  said  Elena. 

Yes,  Robert  will  contest  the 
ticket  and  have  his  day  in  court. 
However,  the  real  issue  here  is 
when  will  this  stop?  Is  this  all 
about  the  melanin?  Does  the 
much  hyped  year  2000  only 
symbolize  another  year  of 
presidents  apologizing  for 
slavery,  while  Blacks  and 
Latinos  still  fear  racism?  I  called 
the  Cambridge  Police  to  make  a 
complaint.  I  gave  them  the  cop's 
identification  number,  and  they 
simply  refused  to  even  address 
my  complaint. 

One  last  word,  The  Onyx,  the 
Black  student  voice  since  1972 
will  be  going  on  a  hiatus  unless 
people  join  and  ensure  its 
survival.  Hopefully  some  of  you 
care  enough,  to  make  sure  that 
doesn't  happen.  Those  of  you 
who  don't  give  a  flip,  well  do 
not  worry  when  you  are  perse- 
cuted by  racism.  Apathy 
nurtures  ignorance. 


Andre  Jean-Francois  is  a  Sophomore  Communications  Major 


Kami-Leigh  Agard  is  a  Senior  Journalism  Major 
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President's 
Column 


Maxamillion-Shell  Crawford. 
Latin  American  Student 
Organization 

Dear  Student  Leaders, 

Hello,  let  me  first  introduce 
myself.  My  name  is  Maxamillion- 
Shell  Crawford  (Maxine)  and  1  am 
currently  the  President  of  the  Latin 
American  Student  Organization.  I 
am  writing  you  all  because  I  want 
you  to  know  that  I  know  how 
frustrating  it  is  to  be  a  student 
leader. 

It  gets  hard,  especially  when 
you  want  to  see  the  end  results  of 
your  hard  work,  but  I  must  remind 
you  the  hard  work  we  put  in  now, 
will  not  benefit  us.  The  students  of 
the  past  broke  down  the  barriers  for 
us  and  now  we  must  do  the  same 
for  the  future  Northeastern  Univer- 
sity students. 

Why  am  I  telling  you  all  this? 
Well,  I  just  want  to  say,  don't  get 
discouraged.  It's  sometimes  easier 
to  throw  in  the  towel  and  not  care 
about  the  issues  on  campus,  but 
have  you  ever  wondered  what 
would  have  happened  if  our  parents 
stopped  caring?  Then  again,  don't 
kill  yourselves.  I  mean,  the 

struggle"  will  always  go  on,  but 
what  good  would  you  be  if  you 
worked  yourself  to  sickness.  Relax, 
take  care  of  yourself  and  leam  to 
lean  on  each  other. 
Con  Amor 


HSU's  Thanksgiving  Unity 


Calling 

all 
majors 

The  Onyx  needs 

writers, 
photographers, 
business  managers 

advertising 
representatives,  and 
editors. 

Please  call  us  at 
617-373-2250  or  stop 
by  Room  430  Curry 
Student  Center  winter 
quarter 


By  Andre  Jean-Francois 
Onyx  Staff 

Thanksgiving  is  known  as  the  time 
of  year  when  families  and  friends 
come  together  to  celebrate  and  give 
thanks  for  what  they  have.  Many 
college  students  who  move  can't  go 
home  for  the  holidays  don't  get  the 
chance  to  celebrate  Thanksgiving. 

With  the  help  of  the  Haitian  Student 
Unity  (HSU)  group.  Northeastern 
University,  students  who  couldn't  go 
home  for  Thanksgiving  were  given  a 
chance  to  celebrate  with  friends  here 
at  NU.  HSU  hosted  it's  first  annual 
Thankgsgiving  dinner  on  Tuesday, 
November  30  at  the  John  D.  O'Bryant 
African  American  Institute's  Cabral 
Center. 

HSU  President  Kenneth  R.  Moise 
says  the  dinner  was  organized  for 
several  reasons. 

"It  was  a  unity  dinner  to  unite  other 
organizations  and  for  students  who 
couldn't  go  home  for  the  holiday",  said 


Moise. 

Moise  also  added  that  HSU  is  a 
community  service  organization  trying 
to  have  fun,  and  willing  to  work  with 
other  organizations. 

What  do  du  riz  cole  avec  pois  (rice 
and  beans),  salad  pomme  de  terre 
(potato  salad),  and  banane  peze  (fried 
plantain)  have  in  common?  All  three 
were  found  during  the  dinner. 

The  dinner  illustrated  the  unity, 
friendship,  and  love  among  students  in 
the  Cabral  Center. 

"I  felt  Kenny  did  a  good  thing, 
students  groups  should  do  this  more 
often",  said  Mariyhanna  Jones  a 
Sophomore  Business  major. 

People  who  attended  the  event  had 
positive  reactions  towards  it.  Many 
people  felt  that  the  event  was  some- 
thing that  they  could  get  used  to. 
Belinda  Ancion  a  Sophomore  Human 
Resource  Management  major,  felt  that 


it  was  a  good  turnout  and  that  a  lot  of 
people  came  out  to  support  HSU. 

In  addition  to  the  food,  there  was 
also  music  provided  by  DJ  Duke  of 
Super  Plus  Movement.  They  provided 
free  CD's  to  people  who  could 
answer  questions  about  Haitian 
Culture  and  music  history. 

Tabitha  Forde  Sophomore  Sociol- 
ogy major  said  "this  was  one  of  the 
nicest  things  I've  seen  this  year, 
because  of  the  atmosphere  where 
people  came  to  unwind  and  relax." 

The  overall  opinion  of  those  who 
attended  was  that  HSU  did  something 
different  from  other  organizations 
because  they  provided  students  with 
something  a  forum  in  which  people 
could  get  to  know  each  other. 

HSU  members  added  that  their 
organization  is  All  About  Unity,  and 
that's  what  they  wanted  to  convey  to 
everyone. 


Honduras,  from  page  4 


America.  It  was  placed  94th  out  of  99 
countries  tracked  worldwide,  four  slots 
lower  in  the  honesty  leagues  than  its 
nearest  Latin  American  rival,  Paraguay. 

"We  consider  the  ranking  unfair.  This 
government  has  been  making  great 
efforts  to  eliminate  corruption,"  Alfaro 
said.  He  also  questioned  the  integrity  of 
the  survey,  saying: '  'This  is  not  the  best 
mechanism." 

A  lack  of  money  to  repair  hurricane- 
damaged  infrastructure  has  left  Hondu- 
ras vulnerable  to  floods  and  disease  as 
brimful  and  shattered  sewerage  systems 
leak  and  threaten  to  burst. 

' '  It's  really  dangerous  because  the 
system  is  very  damaged,"  said  Pedro 
Ortiz,  head  of  the  nation's  sewers. 

Fecal  matter  and  urine  have  been 
running  openly  through  city  sfreets  for 
months.  Some  $121  million  is  needed  to 
repair  damaged  pipes  and  water 
treatment  plants  and  Ortiz  said  only 
S 1 4  million  was  on  the  horizon,  a 
possible  donation  from  the  Italian 
government  to  repair  a  small  part  of 
the  network. 

"'Since  there's  so  much  destruction  in 
many  areas  —  roads,  farms,  schools  — 
we're  all  asking  for  money  from  the 
government,  but  I  don't  think  it  has 
enough  to  give  to  everyone,"  Ortiz  said. 

'  Tn  summer  it  will  smell  very  bad," 
he  added. 

Money  is  also  urgently  needed  to 
dredge  rivers  and  avert  deadly  floods. 
Many  countries  promised  billions  of 
dollars  in  disaster  aid,  but  most  is  not 
due  until  late  2000  or  later. 

Floods  in  Honduras  since  mid- 
September,  which  ruined  houses  and 
farmland,  forced  thousands  from  their 
homes  and  killed  at  least  35,  were  a 
hangover  from  Mitch  since  the  ground 
was  still  saturated  and  rivers  over- 
flowed, Chief  of  Staff  Alfaro  said. 

"A  small  amount  of  water  produces 
floods.  We  have  not  been  able  to  get 


external  funds,  neither  loans  nor 
donations,  except  $30  million  from 
Kuwait,  to  dredge  the  rivers." 

BANANAS,  COFFEE,  EVEN 
FROGS  OFFER  HOPE 

Banana,  coffee  and  shrimp  output  is 
seen  recovering  next  year.  Agriculture 
Minister  Guillermo  Alvarado  said. 
"Banana  was  the  crop  most  affected. 
However,  we  expect  to  recover  pre- 
Mitch  levels  in  2001,"  he  said. 

Honduras,  which  used  to  produce 
40-45  million  boxes  of  bananas,  will 
export  just  6  million  this  year.  Coffee 
production  is  expected  to  jump  to 
around  4  million  1 00-pound  bags  this 
season,  up  from  3.3  million  in  1 998. 

Shrimp  output  is  expected  to 
rebound  to  8,000  tons,  compared  to 
4,000  tons  in  1998,  when  one  of  the 
two  annual  crops  was  completely 
destroyed. 

In  a  quest  for  new  sources  of 
income,  the  ministry  is  promoting  frog 
farming  and  expects  Honduras  to  start 
commercial  production  in  2000. 

"The  aim  is  to  offer  different  foods, 
diversify  income  sources  and  generate 
dollars,"  said  Elias  Romero,  spokes- 
man for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
He  said  Honduras  would  target  the 
United  States  and  Europe  -  a  market 
for  1 3,000  tons  a  year  —with  its  home- 
grown edible  bullfrogs. 

Dirt-cheap  labor  was  one  of  the 
main  reasons  U.S.-based  Freedom 
Ship  Inc.  picked  Honduras  as  the 
prospective  birthplace  for  an  improb- 
able floating  city.  "If  things  work  out 
the  way  we  want,  we  should  be 
starting  in  January,"  said  Mario  Mossi, 
the  local  agent  for  the  Florida-based 
firm. 

TAX-FREE  FLOATING 
ISLAND 

Freedom  Ship  says  it  wants  to  make  a 


tax-free  floating  island  that  will  circum- 
navigate the  globe  to  give  inhabitants 
perpetual  sunshine, ' '  an  ideal  place  to 
live  or  run  a  business  —  a  friendly,  safe 
and  secure  community." 

The  huge  vessel,  4,320  feet  long, 
750  feet  wide  and  340  feet  deep,  will 
house  sports  centers,  parks  and 
theaters.  Five  times  longer  than  the 
biggest  cruise  liner  now  afloat,  able  to 
carry  1 1 5,000  people  and  land  jets  on 
its  top  deck,  it  will  cost  $8.5  billion. 

"Some  people  think  it's  not  going  to 
happen  but,  hey,  it's  an  idea,  we've  got 
to  give  it  a  try,"  Mossi  said. 

The  U.S.  Embassy  in  Tegucigalpa 
views  the  project  as  large,  ambitious 
but  nonetheless  serious. 

"There  are  serious  discussions  ... 
we  consider  it  a  legitimate  business 
venture,"  said  embassy  spokeswoman 
Marti  Estell.  "We'll  have  to  see 
whether  they  can  pull  all  the  various 
components  together  to  make  it  a 
reality." 

At  $138,000  to  $44  million  per 
condominium,  the  boat  will  be  beyond 
the  reach  of  most  Hondurans,  whose 
minimum  wage  isjust  $70  a  month. 
Trade  Minister  Reginaldo  Panting  said 
he  expected  a  tourism  boom  as  clients 
flocked  to  see  their  mobile  homes  in 
the  making.  Some  9,000  jobs  could  be 
generated  around  the  Caribbean  port 
ofTrujillo. 

But  Hondurans,  most  of  whom 
seem  to  greet  visitors  with  an  warm 
and  honest  friendliness  that  belies  their 
impoverished  state,  expect  this  festive 
season  to  be  frugal  at  best. 

We  used  to  have  parties,  buy  things, 
there  was  happiness;  now  there's  nothing 
like  that,"  taxi  driver  Oscar  Moli  said. 

But  Alfaro,  from  his  plainly  furnished 
offices,  denied  that  all  was  gloom  and 
doom.  "We  have  found  Mitch  to  be  a 
door  to  new  opportunities,"  the  presiden- 
tial chief  of  staff  said. 
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My  Soul,  My  Life 


By  Bolivar  Geraldo 
Onyx  Staff 

[  must  say,  the  R&B  music  scene 
sure  took  a  nose  dive  in  the  past  few 
years.  However,  it's  slowly  getting 
back  on  track  with  solid  releases  from 
some  of  the  best  in  the  game.  One  of 
these  solid  releases  is  newcomer  J-Shin 
of  the  famed  Slip-N-Slide  camp.  At  the 
young  age  of  22,  J-Shin  prepares  to 
release  his  solo  album  "MY  SOUL.  MY 
LIFE"  and  it  definitely  has  lots  of  soul 
and  life.  As  shown  by  the  current 
single  "One  Night  Stand"  featuring 
Latocha  Scott  of  Xscape,  the  album  has 
a  very  sensual  feel  to  it,  and  sounds 
different  from  all  of  the  other  artists  out 
there. 

One  of  the  diings  that  listeners 
will  notice  is  that  this  guy  can  sing,  but 
he  has  a  soft  voice  and  doesn't  try  to 
over  do  tilings  to  impress  listeners.  J- 
Shin  simply  lets  his  voice  shine  on  songs 
like  TU  Do  it",  Treat  You  Better",  and 
"Pony  Ride".  Most  of  the  album  has 


good  production  and  keeps  a  mid-tempo 
R&B  sound. 

Occasionally  J-Shin  breaks  it  up 
with  a  slow  jam  or  two;  namely  "Sex  Is 
Not".  This  works  great  as  a  listener 
can  play  the  album  straight  through  with 
out  skipping  a  track.  As  I  said  before, 
J-Shin  hails  from  the  Slip-N-Slide  camp 
which  is  also  home  to  Trick  Daddy,  so 
you  know  he  shows  up  on  the  album. 
Unlike  a  lot  of  R&B  artists  out  there,  J- 
Shin  keeps  his  rap  cameos  to  a  mint- 
mum  and  when  they  do  appear,  they  fit 
just  right. 

"MY  SOUL,  MY  LIFE"  is  a  great 
album  and  definitely  worth  picking  up. 
J-Shin's  voice,  sexy  lyrics,  and  good 
production  will  definitely  have  the  ladies 
open  and  the  fellas  banging  it  when  a 
shorty  is  over  the  crib.  This  man  is 
doing  his  thing.  Pick  up  J-Shin's  "MY 
SOUL,  MY  LIFE",  it's  slated  for  a 
Mid- January  release. 


J-Shin,  R&B  recording  artist  whose  debut  album,  "My  Soul,  My  Life"  hits  Boston  stores 
 in  Mid-January.  (Photo  Credit:  Bolivar  Geraldo)  


TbT,  from  page  8 

into  this  joint  They  from  the 
Prahjos-pralijos(projects)  as  Rae  would 
say,  in  this  song  as  a  matter  of  fact 
Another  speaker  necessity. 
Track  11 :  Skit  #2  is  Rae  and  his  boys 
laughin  at  eachother.  It's  kind  of  funny 
though  cause  they  talkin  about  one  of 
them  having  fake  Tim's.  Rae  was  like 
"yo,you  got  a  bag-a-weed  on  the  side  of 
your  tim's"  intsead  of  the,  as  we  know, 
usual  Tim  tree.  I  was  dying  and  so  was 
the  cats  that  were  in  the  background. 
Track  12:  Live-live,  live-live,  live  live, 
"Live  fromNew  York"  is  the  new,  old  Rae 
again.  This  is  my  sh*tand  if  you  see  me 
bopin'  my  head,  I'm  probably  listening  to 
this.  The  deep  piano  keys  go  perfectly 
with  the  deep  street  beats.  I  don't  know 
what  to  say.  This  is  for  the  old  school  Rae 
appreciators.  Where  Staten  isle  at? 
Track  13:  Rae  made  the  second  half  of 
his  album  for  the  old,  traditional  Rae  fans. 
The  short  "My  Favorite  Dred"  tells  a 
quick,  leave  you  looking  for  more,  tale  of 
the  exploits  of  a  drug  dealer.  There's  not 
too  much  to  say  on  these  tracks  because 
they're  mosdy  new  phat  beats  and  the 
same  old  Rae  repin'  by  himself. 
Track  14:  "Friday"  was  one  of  those,  "I'll 
skip  this  one"  type  of  tracks.  The  beat  was 
horrible  in  my  eyes  because  of  the  fast 
speed  and  this  one  makes  me  miss 
Ghost's  presence.  He  should  have  put  him 


on  at  least  one  track. 

Track  15:  Probably  my  favorite  track  on 
here  besides  the  next  joint  is  "The  Table" 
featuring  my  newest  favorite  member  of 
the  Wu,  Masta  Killa.  He's  deep.  You  gotta 
be  from  around  the  way  to  see  the  deep- 
ness in  his  rhyme  book/brain.  Another  slow 
heavenly  sounding  beatwitathumpin'  ass 
group  of  percussion.  This  is  just  a  old  school 
Wu  fan's  dream  come  true.  Don't  sleep 
y'alL 

Track  16:  Bringing  a  presence  similar  to 
a  Premier  effect  is  big  Pete  Rock  doin* 
a  track  for  Rae.  It'scalled  "Sneakers" 
so  take  a  guess  what  this  sh$t  is  about. 
Rae  goes  through  all  the  brand  names 
and  the  memories  that  went  with  some 
of  them  for  us.  A  classic  track  for  Rae  to 
throw  under  his  veteran  belt.  Pete  laces 
it  with  the  cuts.  He  scratches  Prodigy, 
Nas,  old  Rae  records,  and  other  Rae 
affiliates  all  through  the  hooks.  His  cuttin 
skills  are  ridiculous  on  this  joint.  1  was 
like,  "Damn,  he's  crazy  wit  his."  This  has 
to  go  on  a  tape  now  so  I  can  bump  this  in 
every  f@ckin  radio  I  see.  Pete  evens 
deads  the  beat  at  the  end  and  brings  it 
back  real  quick  to  tease  ni&&as.  The 
best  joint  on  here  in  my  opinion,  along  wit 
"the  table"  and  "heart  to  heart"  "live  from 
ny"  and  a  couple  of  others. 
Track  17:  "Raw"  uses  a  line  from  "Winter 
Warz"  from  Ghost's  album,  Ironman.  "Yes, 


this  shit  is  raw,  comin 

at  your  door. . ."  chants  Rae  on  the  hook  to 
another  Cream  Team  colabo.  I'm  not  really 
feelin  the  beat  but  you 
gotta  love  Rae.  He  just  sounds  exacdy  the 
same  as  he  always  does.  Keepin  it  real  is  a 
must  for  project  ni@@as.  It's  a'ight,  but 
nothin'  special. 

Track  18: 1  heard  in  a  magazine  that  "Pop 
Shit"  was  a  Swizz  Beatz  wanna-be  beat 
When  I  heard  it  for  myself,  I  couldn't  front, 
it  did  have  that  same  theme  to  it  I  wasn't 
really  feelin  it  that  much.  The  lyrics  weren 't 
nothin'  impressive  to  ill  out  about 
Track  19:  "Heart  to  Heart"  uses  a  beat 
from  an  old  school  joint  I  can't  put  my 
finger  on,  but  Nas  made  a  song  called 
Understanding  to  the  same  beat  Both  of 
them  are  phat  rhymes  over  the  same  phat 
beat  I  guess  ni%%as  that  chill  together, 
think  alike.  Just  some  chill  wit  your  boys 
s%it  Another  really  felt  track.  I  like  the 
second  half  of  the  album  much  more  than 
the  first  The  old  Rae  fans  are  happy  at  this 
point 

TVack  20:  "Forecast"  is  a  run  through  of 
the  countries  I  think  Rae  has  traveled  to. 
Except  he  does  that  sh~t  in  a  very  strategic 
rhyme  style  of  his  own.  Another  speaker 
kilUn'beatthro\vnbyhismanTriflyn.All  the 
cities  and  areas  they've  performed  in,  get 
shouted  on  this  track.  An  addition  to  die 


phat  endin'  of  this  album.  He  even  shouts 
to  all  his  Wu  family  in  his  lyrics  in  the 
beginning  of  the  song.  1 1  ike  this. 
Track  21:  The  last  track  is  a  man 
checking  up  on  his  son  that  lives  with  his 
mom.  Rae's  sendin  out  a  positive  message 
and  we  all  need  to  listen  close.  Take  care 
of  your  kids.  They  gonna  end  up  in  society 
representin' you,  so  guide  them  properly 
Just  because  it  was  Raekwon,  I  paid 
$  1 3.99  for  this  cd.  I  would  give  it  a  $1 2.99 
rating(out  of  $  1 4.99  for  the  unexperienced) 
though.  He  lost  two  dollars  because  there 
was  no  Ghost  and  there  were  like  2  or  3 
tracks  I  wasn't  feeling.  It's  a  good 
comeback  for  Rae  though.  Everyone  tries 
toavoid  the  sophomore  jinx,  and  Rae  did  a 
goodjob  ofkeepin'  shit  thorough.  You  can 
see  the  quest  for  mass  appeal  on  this 
album  compared  to  Cuban  Linx.  If  you're 
a  Rae/old  school  Wu  fan,  you 
should  feel  this  album.  Sh*t  has  changed 
but  it  was  for  the  better.  It's  good  to  see 
cats  gettin  doe,  even  if  it  takes  away  from 
some  of  the  music.  As  long  as  there  are 
the  tracks  for  the  real  cats  like  yours  truly,  1 
can  only  respect  money  changes  my 
ni%%as  go  through.  Keep  supportin  hip- 
hop  yo,  this  is  the  sh%t  that  saved  a  lot  of 
us  from  this  world  of  misery.  Where  all  the 
real  Queens  hidin'  at  in  Boston?  Keep  it  as 
real  as  you  can.  One! 


Profile  of  a  Great  Black  American 

James  Weldon  Johnson 


As  a  precursor,  participant  and 
historian  of  the  Harlem  Renaissance, 
James  Weldon  Johnson  had  as  much  to  do 
with  the  rise  of  that  cultural  movement  as 
any  one  person. 

Indeed,  he  was  die  epitome  of  the 
classic  Renaissance  man  himself-poet 
com|X)ser,  author,  government  official, 
teacher,  and  influential  civilrights  activist. 

Johnson's  mother  sparked  his  early 
inleresl  in  drawing,  literature,  and 
music.  Consequently,  Johnson,  as  lyricist  and 


his  baither,  Rosamond,  as  a  composer,  wrote 
and  staged  musical  comedies  and  light  operas 
from  1901  to  1906,  producing  such  enduring 
songs  as  "Since  You  Went  Away"  and  "LiH 
Every  Voice  and  Sing."  now  widely  adopted 
as  the  African-American  national  anthem.. 

Tliis  remarkably  versatile  man  crowned 
liis  contributions  to  society  by  becoming  field 
secretary  for  the  lledgling  NAACP  in 
1 9 1 6.  As  a  social  thinker,  Johnson  was  an 
early  advocate  of  Booker  T.  Washington's 
self-help  philosophy.  But  he  later  supported 


thee  NAACP's  frontal  attacks  on 
segregation  and  discrimination,  organizing 
the  1 9 1 7  silent  protest  parade  in  New  York 
City  that  condemned  the  massacre  of 
African- Americans  in  east  St  Louis,  and 
fighting  for  passage  of  die  1921  Dyer  Anli- 
Lynching  bill,  during  144yearsofNAACP 
service. 

After  becoming  the  first  African- 
American  man  to  be  admitted  to  the  bar  (in 
1 897)  too  practice  law  in  Jacksonville, 
Floridajie  moved  to  New  York  City  to 


pursue  a  theatrical  career. 
Campaigning  for  Teddy  Roosevelt's  success- 
ful presidential  bid  in  1904  earned  Johnsor 
an  appointment  as  U.S.  Consul  to  Venezu 
ela  ( 1 906-8)  and  Nicaragua  (1909- 12).  h 
1913  he  returned  to  New  York  and  plunget 
into  cultural  life  there  by  writing  God's  Trom- 
bones: Seven  Negro  Sermons  in  Verse  anc 
The  Book  of  American  Negro  Poetry 

Johnson  was  a  literature  instructor  at 
I- 1  4,  Univetsijj  in  Tennessee  when  he  died 
in  an  automobile  crash  in  1938. 
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Hip-Hop  Track  By  Track 


ALBUM  REVIEW 


Raekwon's  Immobilarity 


Maurice  "Moe"  Archer 
OnyxStafT 


Yo,  life  is  mad  good  yo.  I  hope  y'all 
enjoyin'  itThis  sh*t  is  too  short  forni%%as 
to  be  bullsh*tin'.Hip  hop  is  always  here  to 
keep  sh*t  real  though,  so  everybody's  fa- 
vorite Wu  ni&&a  is  back  wit  a  new  album. 
Raekwon  decided  he  didn't  want  my  man 
Ghostface  to  represent  wit  him  on  this  trip. 
Ghost  wasn't  on  notracks  and  traditional  Wu- 
beat  originator,  Rza  was  found  on  no  pro- 
duction credits;  at  all!  The  sh*t  is  that  al- 
though these  changes  have  taken  place, . . . 
THE  SHST  IS  STILL  PHAT!  I  guess  you 
can  count  on  the  real  niggas  through  any- 
thing   to   put   some  head-noddin 
musak{ spelled  that  way  on  purpose)  out 
on  the  streets.  Oh  yeah,  for  everyone 
readin'  this  sh*t  saying,  "damn,hisEnglish 
is  horrible. . . "  or  some  shit  like  that, 
understand  this.  Hip  hop  has  a  language 
because  it's  a  culture.  I  can't  speak  to  the 


real  hip  hoppers  about  their  music  with 
always-proper  language.  That  ain't  how 
we  speak,  straight  up.  At  least,  we 
don't  in  the  hip  hop  community  I  grew 
up  in(what  up  to  the  QU).  When  I  chill, 
I  don't  want  to  have  to  worry  about 
always  usin'  the  right  form  of  a  verb  at 
a  certain  time.  I  save  that  for  work  and 
responsible  business  matters.  When  the 
beats  isbumpin'  though,  1  just  bop  my 
head  and  build  wit  my  cats.(maybe  slide 
to  shorty  crib  afta,  ha  ha)  A'  ight,  back 
to  "Immobilarity".  Rae  came  back  on 
some  welcomed  real  shAt.  Mad  knowl- 
edge, phat  beats,  street  fables,  and  even 
touchin'your  heart  sh#t.  Yo,  let  me  not 
keep  y'all.  Here  go  rrackone.  One! 
(<ya  like  that) 

Track  1 :  To  tell  y'all  the  truth,  this  intro 
reminded  me  of  the  beginning  of  Cuban 
Linx,  except,  instead  of  talkin  to  Ghost, 
he  talkin  to  this  other  cat.  If  you  don't 
know  what  Cuban  Linx  is,  then  put  this 
down  and  study  your  history  some 
more.  No  rhymin',  just  buildin'  on  life's 
ill  situations  to  a  slow,  phat  beat.  It 
definitely  had  me  anticipatin'  some  sh*t 
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tocome. 

Track  2:  "Damn!"  That's  what  I  said 
when  I  first  heard  this  track.  I  thought  it 
was  gonna  be  off  the  hook  bein'  that  it's 
the  first  set  it  off  song,  but  it  was  kind  of 
a  disappointment.  Titled "  Yae  Yo"  (the 
real  cats  know  why),  the  beat  was  soft 
for  a  Wu  beat.  Rae  has  been  on  some 
soft  sh*t,  beatwise,  lately.  I  guess  that 
would  explain  why  he  started  off  wit 
this.  He  shows  his  goal  of  more  mass 
appeal  on  this  one.  He  still  does  his  little 
thing-thing  on  the  m-i-c,  but  a  soft 
entrance  for  a  cat  wit  a  rep  in  the  game 
already.  1  love  the  story  explained 
though.  Only  Rae  tells  graphic  stories  the 
way  he  does.  I  like  that  he  made  it  short 
though. 

Track  3:  "Casablanca"  is  just  typical 
Raekwon.  Rhymin  about  the  criminal  life 
and  the  unique  style  that  shows  the 
shaolin  in  him.  It's  a'ight,  but  nothin' 
really  new  or  trance  enhancing.  Track  4: 
He  seems  to  be  hookin'  some  cat  named 
Triflyn  up  wit  mad  production  time. 
Triflyn  does  a  lot  of  the  beats  on  this 
album  and  "100  Rounds"  is  no  exception. 
Another  traditional  Rae  joint.  It  sounds 
like  he  tryin'  to  let  ni$$as  know  he  can 
rep  without  Ghost.  I  missed  Ghost 
though.  They  was  one  of  the  illest  tag 
teams  in  hip-hop.  We'll  probably  hear 
them  together  again  though,  so  don't 
sweat  it.  They  still  give  mad  love  to  each 
on  their  albums,  so  whateva.  An  average 
track  still. 

Track  5:  As  I  role  up  another  du. . .,  this 
was  the  first  track  to  strike  me.  Appro- 
priately titled  "Real  Life"  makes  Rae 
sound  like  a  2G  version  of  the  old  Rae 
instead  of  just  a  2G  version.  The  beat  is 
dark  and  street  bumpable.  A  short  story 
to  a  phat  beat  tellin'  about  the  real  street 
life.  That's  what  the  f%ck  Iwanna  hear. 
Track  6:  Rae's  tryin"  to  bring  up  his 


boys  that  go  by  the  name  of  The 
American  Cream  Team.  This  colabo  is 
for  the  ni&&as  on  the  corner.  A  cypha 
of  cats  and  a  beat  make  up  the 
thoughtfully  created  "Power".  Fast 
rhymin  all  around  the  crew.  Triflyn  on 
the  beat  again.  Feel  the  family  bond 
with  these  cats. 

Track  7:  Skit  #  1  is  Rae  talkin  to  his 
moms.  His  moms  sounds  like  it's  really 
his  mom  and  not  some  actress  or  guest 
voice.  They  talkin  about  meetin  to  look 
at  some  house.  There's  no  beat. 
They're  just  talkin"  over  the  phone 
about  some  real  sh*t.  It  was  nice  to 
see  a  rapper  give  props  to  his  or  her 
moms. 

Track  8:  The  touchin  track  for  this 
album  is  also  very  appropriately  titled 
"All  I  Got  Is  You  Pt.U".  He  says  with  a 
new  sounding  care  in  his  voice,  "yo 
Ghos,  I  lah  you  man!"  because  this  is 
part  two  to  Ghost's  "All  I  Got  Is  You". 
The  beat  is  very  heavenly  soundin'. 
Listen  and  see  if  you  can  feel  the 
heavenly  part.  Positive  soundin  sh$t 
comin'  from  some  hardcore  cats.  It's 
good  to  see  that  happening  in  these  real 
a$$  days. 

Track  9:  Another  track  that  stuck  out 
while  my  head  started  really  bopin'. 
Another  lesson  from  the  street  book  is 
"Jury".  It's  a  new  set  of  beatmakers  to 
get  used  to,  but  once  you  do,  you'll  be 
carrying  this  tape  everywhere  you  go. 
Phat  track  to  bump  in  the  wip.Speakin 
of  those  .... 

Track  10:  Mr.  Mef  makes  a  guest 
appearance  for  my  joint  "F>ckThem". 
The  cat  playin  the  keyboard  is  mad 
nice.  1  was  surprised  that  Tical  actually 
brought  a  hardcore  effect  to  the  album 
instead  of  his  late  "commercial"  effect 
(whateva  that  means).  I  was  really 
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PfaaroaheMonch  "Internal  Affairs" 
$14.50 

My  ni%%a  Pharoahe  is  repin'  for 
my  borough  and  the  underground  to  the 
fullest.  This  Queens  native  used  to  be  half 
of  the  Organized  Konfusion  underground 
group.  Now,  on  his  own,  he  kills  listeners 
with  sick  lyricsand  ill  metaphors.  The  beats 
are  off  the  hook  too.Don't  sleep  on  this 
cat.  This  is  one  of  the  phatest  albums  I've 
heard  in  a  long  time.  Speaker  shakin'beats 
that  will  have  your  head  going  out  of 


control  and  a  cat  that  is  mad  hungry  for 
props  made  this  album  a  definitelyjewel. 
He  lost  49-cents  cause  one  of  the  tracks 
was  a'ight 

Dr.  Dre  "Chronic  2001"  $11.99 

I  gave  this  1 1.99  cause  1  didn't  get  a 
good  listen  to  it  yet  I  heard  some  phat 
joints  andy'all  know  about 
"Still  Dre"  written  by  Jay-Z.  The  tracks  1 
heard  were  all  good  but  I'm  expecting 
some  of  the  tracks  to  be  a 
little  too  west  coast  for  me,  thus  the 
reason  for  the  3  dollar  loss  in  rating.  Go 
cop  it  though.  It  was  good  from  what  I 
head  so  far,  Kurupt  came  out  with  a  new 
album  too.  He's  on  Die's  album  too. 
Worth  lookin  into. 


